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Students to be tested on the Spring 2021 
FSA:

 ALL Students enrolled in grades 4-5 will 
participate in FSA English Language Arts,  

Mathematics and Text-based Writing 
assessments

SSA:
 Grade 5 students will also take a Science 

Assessment

Florida Standards 
Assessments Highlights



FSA Highlights

Assessment Estimated
Number of 

Items 

Sessions Time Frames

FSA ELA 
Grades 3-5

56-60 2 80- Minutes per 
session

FSA ELA Writing 
Grades 4-5

NA 1 120- Minutes

FSA Math 
Grades 3-5

56-66 2 80- Minutes per 
session

SSA Science Grade 
5

60-66 2 80- minutes per 
session



Dates Assessments Grade Level 

May 3-28, 2021 FSA English Language Arts 4-5 

April 5-30, 2021 Text Based Writing Component 4-5 

May 3-28, 2021 FSA English Language Arts 4-5

May 3-28, 2021 FSA Mathematics 4-5

May 3-28, 2021
SSA Science 

5

Test Administration Schedule for CGE



STUDENTS CAN RECEIVE SCORES 
RANGING FROM
LEVEL 1-LEVEL 5

(LEVEL 1= LOWEST AND LEVEL 5 = 
HIGHEST)

PROFICIENCY LEVELS: 3-5 

How is the F.S.A. scored?



WRITING
• W E E K L Y  W R I T I N G  P R O M P T S

4th & 5th Grade –ELA
Instructional Response

Dissect 2-4 sources compiling
text evidence for support

Most assignments will be started
in class with independent work
assigned for homework

READING
• R E V I E W  S T R A T E G I E S  A N D  

B E N C H M A R K S

I - R E A D Y
I - R E A D Y  R E A D I N G  A S S I G N M E N T S  
( A T  L E A S T  T H R E E  T I M E S  A  W E E K )

A C C E L E R A T E D  R E A D E R  ( A R )
3 0  M I N U T E S  D A I L Y  O F  I N D E P E N D E N T  

R E A D I N G

By reviewing assessments, reading 
complex texts, and creating  
and answering questions

Reach 100% of goal by the end
of the grading period



ELA Text-Based Writing Component

The FSA ELA assessment has a Text-Based Writing Component that is administered separately  
from the rest of the FSA ELA  assessment, but it is reported as part of the ELA score (It is 
administered earlier to allow time for handscoring). 
• Grade 4-5  120 minutes 
• 2 to 4 different texts on the same topic and the student will create a response based on what 

is asked of the student.
• Students will be presented with either a one part or a two part prompt.
• For the Informative writing prompts, students will be required to synthesize and analyze 

ideas from the stimuli to develop and support a controlling idea.
• For the Opinion writing prompts, students will be required to synthesize and analyze ideas 

and evidence from stimuli.  They will use these ideas to present and support an opinion.



Examples of an
Informative Prompt 

One Part Prompt:
The passages were about exploring the oceans through technology.  
Write an informative essay in which you explain how technology has 
helped explorers overcome challenges related to deep-sea 
exploration.  Use evidence from the passages in your essay.

Two Part Prompt: 
The sources that you read were about different materials. Write an 
informative essay in which you contrast two interesting materials 
that you read about and how the materials are used.  Use 
information from the sources in your essay.



Examples of an
Opinion Prompt 

One Part Prompt:
The passages you read were about bike sharing.  Write an essay in which 
you give your opinion about whether or not a bike sharing program 
would work in your community. Use information from the passages in 
your essay.

Two Part Prompt:
The passages are about bottled water. Write  an essay in which you 
give your opinion about which system would be better for your school: 
selling bottled water or buying a water purification system and why 
the other idea would no be a good choice for your school.  Support 
your opinion with evidence from the sources.



Examples of FSA 
ELA Test Items



Examples of FSA 
ELA Test Items



Examples of FSA 
ELA Test Items



Informative/Explanatory Rubric

Domain 1 Domain 2 Domain 3



Informative/Explanatory Rubric
Domain 1 Domain 2 Domain 3



W i t h  t h e  a d o p t i o n  o f  t h e  F l o r i d a  S t a n d a r d s  f o r  m a t h e m a t i c s ,  
s t u d e n t s  w i l l  b e  f o c u s i n g  o n  c r i t i c a l  a r e a s  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g :  
∗ B u i l d i n g  f o u n d a t i o n a l  s k i l l s ,  l i k e  a d d i t i o n ,  s u b t r a c t i o n ,  

m u l t i p l i c a t i o n ,  d i v i s i o n ,  f r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  d e c i m a l s   
∗ U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  m a t h e m a t i c s  m o r e  d e e p l y .  ( W e  

w a n t  t o  m o v e  o u r  c h i l d r e n  b e y o n d  p r o c e d u r a l  s k i l l  a n d  i n t o  
c o n c e p t u a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g )  

∗ B u i l d i n g  s k i l l s  a n d  p r o b l e m - s o l v i n g  a b i l i t i e s ,  a n d  a p p l y i n g  
m a t h e m a t i c s  t o  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d .  ( B y  t h i n k i n g  a n d  r e a s o n i n g  
“ m a t h e m a t i c a l l y , ”  o u r  s t u d e n t s  c a n  p r a c t i c e  a p p l y i n g  
m a t h e m a t i c s  t o  t h e  r e a l  w o r l d . )  

Mathematics Florida Standards



TH E S TA N DA RDS  REQ UI RE S TUD EN T S  TO 
CRI TI CA LLY REA D ,  A NA LYZE,  D I S CUS S  

A N D  W RI TE M ATH EMATICA L EQ UATI ONS .

What we know about the F.S.A 
Mathematics Assessment 



M U L T I P L E  C H O I C E

FSA Mathematics Sample 
Question



M U L T I  S E L E C T

FSA Mathematics Sample 
Question



O P E N  R E S P O N S E

FSA Mathematics Sample 
Question



G R I D D E D  R E S P O N S E

FSA Mathematics Sample 
Question



4 T H A N D  5 T H G R A D E  S T U D E N T S  W I L L  R E C E I V E  
A  R E F E R E N C E  S H E E T

Reference Sheets



WWW.FSASSESSMENTS.ORG

IT IS RECOMMENDED THAT ALL 
PARENTS SIT WITH THEIR 

CHILD AND TAKE THE 
PRACTICE ASSESSMENTS THAT 

ARE OFFERED ONLINE!

For additional resources visit:

http://www.fsassessment.org/


5th Grade: 
Statewide Science 
Assessment (SSA) 

May 3-28, 2021

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://science.dadeschools.net/&ei=kmXSVOfnN4ubNsSRgYAN&bvm=bv.85142067,bs.1,d.cWc&psig=AFQjCNFLNyIB7lYMcfrOafiTYhuwgHPs9A&ust=1423161092315859


NGSSS SCIENCE STANDARDS 

Currently we continue to use the Next Generation 
Sunshine State Standards (NGSSS) for Science. 
During teaching and learning, connections to 
Florida Standards for Mathematics and English 
Language Arts Literacy for History, Science and 
Technical Subjects are established, as they are 
essential for understanding the Nature of Science. 



TEST ADMINISTRATION 
INFORMATION 

About SSA
Grade 5 SSA will be administered in two 80-minute 
sessions with a break in the middle of each session. 

• Grade 5 sessions are administered over two days. 
• Paper-Based Test! 
• All multiple choice/No short-answer responses



SSA CONTENT REPORTING 
CATEGORIES 

Students will be tested on the following science 
categories: 

• Nature of Science 
• Earth and Space Science 
• Physical Science 
• Life Science 



Sample Test Questions 
Nature of Science 



Earth/Space Science



Physical Science



Life Science



ONLINE SCIENCE RESOURCES 
AVAILABLE TO STUDENTS THROUGH THE 

PORTAL 

• ExploreLearning:  Gizmos 
• DISCOVERY EDUCATION 
• NBC Learn 
• Textbook Online Resources 
• PowerMyLearning 
• Mystery Science
• Floridastudents.org

External Online Resources 
• Scholastic Study Jams http://studyjams.scholastic.com/studyjams/index.htm 



Questions? 

• Reach out to teacher
• Email jschneider@dadeschools.net
• Email iartime@dadeschools.net
• Email lbanister@dadeschools.net
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